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. Why is a food administrator? Answer may
:[be found in the fact that 1,200 barrels of
i'sugar have been found stored away in a

.rKorfoIlc winery warehouse, lt has been or¬

dered distributed, and will go far toward re-

iitieving the present famine.
=

Combining the Christmas spirit with the
patriotic spirit enlarges the opportunities for
.service. Moved by this combination spirit.
John McCormack, the tenor, has just an-

fjnounced a gift of $100,000 to the Red Cross,
¦..which he will raise by making a patriotic
i-concert tour from tho Atlantic to tho PaciQc,
j'paying his own expenses and applying all
jithe receipts to the gift. The spirit is catch¬
ing, and there are limitless opportunities for
'fits exemplification.

Machinery for the war savings campaign
;',in Richmond is being set up rapidly by
Director Litchford, and soon its wheels will
be rovolving merrily and turning out runny
^thousands of new converts to thrift. Tho
jmark set by the Treasury Department for
[this city is $3,000,000, to be reached in
;twelve months. With the memory of what
has been done in other campaigns and the
!will to do in this, there can be no doubt of
{^Ultimate success. The $3,000,000 saved will
he T^orth many times that amount in the les¬
sons it will have taught.

J, Only in tho District of Columbia may all
i^ldnds of game birds bo sold legally. In all
!the States and Territories stringent laws for
j^heir protection have boon enacted. Through
!the open market in the District, the game¦Vjaws of Virginia are largely negatived. It
presents an anomalous condition which
Should be remedied. For the sake of con¬
sistency, Congressmen should bo willing to
forego their out-of-season delicacies. Such
action -would put an end to' the pot hunter
and be a long step forward in game con-

l eervation.
This is Bundle Day. In keeping with its

J annual custom, The Times-Dispatch to-day
Trill make its collection of clothing for the
worthy poor. Do not permit the opportunity
to be of real service to your less fortunate
fellow-creatures to pass unheeded. Winter's
bitter cold is here, and there, is little fuel.
Suffering and distress must not go unrelieved.
Wrap up your bundles of clothes for which
you have no further use, take them to tbo
fire station nearest your home, and The Tiines-
.Dispatch will collect and put them in the
^hands of the Associated Charities. Your
thoughtfulness will bring happiness to many
heavy hearts.

Secretary Daniels's "We are ready now"
| for tho navy unhappily finds no echo from
the country's merchant marine, that arm on

I which wo must in the end rise or fall. Over
the wires from Washington come driblets of
ilaews within the past week which tell of the
first ship launched under the government's

|;l(hlpbnilding plan, and of Chairman Hurley'^Smmering in the first rivet in the first
fabricated steel vessel for the Emergency
Fleet Corporation. And war was declared
more than eight months ago. Perhaps it is
(ibe penalty the administration must pay for
paving placed a lawyer and an army officer
tu charge of its great shipbuilding under-

1taking. "Every man to his trade" is as ap¬
plicable In war as it is in peace.

¦Itv. Brigadier-General Lloyd M. Brett, com-
Kvifcaildant at Camp Lee, is no new convert to

principle of universal military training.S soldier of long and practical experience,
S has seen what such training does for

^hose so fortunate as to receive it, ami with
jj£:.broad and patriotic vision, as well as withjpfull understanding of the country's acute
'necessities, he bespeaks this discipline for all
young men that they may he endued with
jthe great American spirit of American ide: s

American Ideals." General Brett'a state-
lent, made to The Times-Dispatch, is in
orough accord with the best military
dught of the United States, Public senti¬
ent has crystallized rapidly in it3 favor dur-
g the past yearB of unpreparedness, and
U&re is reason to believe that the adminis-
.ation Is ready to support such a measure,
I least tacitly, when it comes before Con-

There can be no better time for ac-
>u than now, Tho cantonments are ready,as

the necessary machinery Is at ,liand and .tin
country at large approves.

* Mako the canted
meats permanent and never again will tvL
country bo compelled to faco such conditions
as hare existed since it first became eviddnt
that war with a great world power could Aot
be avoided. \ ¦

Must l^nco Coal Problem

ARRIVAL of frigid winter woather through¬
out most of tho Eastern and Middle

Western States has brought the problem of
supplying fuel to the American people to a

sudden climax, and is taxing tho utmost re¬

sources of the government, tho railroads and
the coal producers. It may bo assumed that
all three interests aro straining every energy
to give tho people coal, but it must bo ad¬
mitted by them that acute shortages still
exist in every State within the grip of the
cold wave.

Rigid orders have been issued by the
United States fuel administration to both the
railroads and the coal operators to deliver
fuel where the need is greatest. But it is
one thing to sit at a mahogany desk in a com¬
fortable office in Washington and sign man¬

datory orders, and quite another tiling to
execute those orders. There is plenty of law
and authority on the side of the fuel admin¬
istration. but written statutes and official de¬
crees do not dig coal, do not load it on cars,
do not deliver it to tho market and do not
lay it down in the bin of the consumer.

All this has been found out by the govern¬
ment since it took over the nation's coal
industry. The officials in Washington have
learned that there are elements in the present
situation which mere acts of Congress cannot
remedy. Thero can be no doubt that Dr.
Garlleld is determined that the American
people shall have an ample supply of coal to
keep them warm and an ample supply to keep
tho vital industries going at full speed, but
he has not the power to produce the cars
needed to haul this coal, nor tho power to
compel the railroads to furnish these cars
or to move them in any given direction.
That power resides in a priority commis¬
sioner who is a railroad man, and who has
issued an order giving four other classes of
shipments preference before coal for do¬
mestic consumption may be hauled.

Unless orderly means tire found to relievo
the fuel situation, wo fear the government
is going to experience a new type of rebellion
in this country. Communities which aro
without fuel, but through which long coal
trains are passing daily, will take tho law
into their own hands. They will take by
forco what they cannot get through appeal.
Already Mayors of many cities have boldly
commandeered coal supplies found within
their jurisdiction. These Mayors have been
threatened with prosecution, but even the
government knows that no jury will ever be
found to convict such officials, whose only
crime is the protection of their people from
freezing.

Governor Cox, of Ohio, is no anarchist.
He is the very able and patriotic executive
of a great State, but even he gives fair warn¬
ing to tho government, that the people of
Ohio will not longer suffer great quantities
of coal to leavo its borders whilo tens of
thousands of them are crying out for barely
enough fuel to meet their emergency de¬
mands. "They will lose confidence in tho
government," he telegraphs to Washington,
which simply means that they will act for
themselves if their condition compels them
to do it. j

War With Bulgaria and Turkey
IT must be assumed that the President has
1 good reason for his opposition to a decla¬
ration of war against Bulgaria and Turkey.
It is now realized that he was prompted
in his reluctance formally to recognize the
nxistence of a state of war between this
country and Austria by very serious con¬
siderations. These considerations were not
confided to the country until after a decision
had been reached that war should come, but
they were no less important because of that
fact.
The attitude of. this government toward

Austria, prior to the declaration of war, was
equivocal, even absurd. It was preposterous
that tho United States should be devoting its
resources and energies against a nation with
which the United States was at peace. In a
remote way, tho attitude of America toward
Bulgaria and Turkey is not far different.
1 his country is seeking to defeat Germany
and Austria, which, in effect, moans the dc-

i feat of the two lesser nations. And yet
neither American men nor American money
is being directly employed against either the
Turks or the Bulgarians. In other words,
these allies of Germany have not ventured
within the range of our fire.
Meantime, it is not altogether fair on the

part of tho government's critics to charge
.1<-insistency against President Wilson be¬
cause he promises aid to Roumania, but re¬
fuses to declare war against Bulgaria, Rou¬
manian bitterest foe. The same is true of
those who insist that the President should
not have expressed sympathy for the starving
and brutalized Armenians without urging a
declaration of war against Turkey. It is en¬
tirely proper for tho government to extend
such assistance to tho Roumanians and to
express its horror at the wretchedness of tho
Armenians without first recognizing tho
existence of a state of war between the United
States and Turkey and Bulgaria. President
Wilson has not hesitated to act once his
course has seemed clear, and he may be ex¬
pected to act in this instance when the cir¬
cumstances demand it.

Congressman Tinkham, who recently fired
an Italian gun at an Austrian position, now
is regarded as a "franctireur" and liable to
death if captured. We know many Congress¬
men who have been called worse than that
and havo escaped execution.

Some women doubtless will heed tho ad¬
vice of the authorities and wear their skirts
shorter and tighter for economy, and then
spend twice as much as formerly on hosiery
and footwear.

The percentage of alcohol In beer, having
been reduced GO per cent, some patriots,
yearning to increase tho revenue, will feel
obliged to drink twice as much.

The price of sugar Is scheduled to drop
after New Year's. A good deal of it will go
down in Christmas goodies.

Another Incendiary war factory fire is evi¬
dence that not yet have all alieu enemies
been interned.

Kerennky may come back, but It will be a
long journey. *

ON THE SIDE
UV KDWAItl* WARIYI2II

^ \' 1 Revlufd.
."Ttvi^Q.A Week racfore Christmas, and all through

V tcaih i
Daddy funded \nd mumbled and tumbled the

k trfteh; V-
FcT fiel kn^Y Wat .he'd have to play Santa
\ ..'-again. ! \
Anxl tljo high, coat of living- had tightened the

.strain./First' 1.4 cooJited his bills, turned them all in-
\ Mido out

With a puzzAed expression akin to a doubt.
Counted ovofr and over the vanishing pile.
Tried his very doggondest to coax up a smile.
And the more ho recounted the more ho de¬

spaired,
hor his audit a cousin to bankruptcy bared,
And the stack that last year was heroic and

proud
Didn't strut so triumphant nor bellow so loud.
Just a week before Christmas, and daddy was

sad
As he counted and totaled the money he had
As he saw with dismay at the point of his pea
How a dollar had shrunk to the size of a yen'
There were presents to buy for the circle of

home
That appeared to demand the resources of

Nome;
There were presents to purchase for relatives

too,
'

And he had to give many, receiving so few
And he grunted and growled as he counted his

stack
With remorse in his heart and a pain in his

back,
And the most he could make of the final report
Was an unpleasant day in the Bankruptcy Court!

And 'tis blessed, more blessed, to give than re-
i ceive,

Which is something poor daddy tries hard to
believe

As he counts up his money and tortures his
soul

With the high cost of eggs, sugar, clothing and
coal!

< liarconl Eph'n Dnlly Thought.
"Pat sure was some turkey," said Charcoal

fcph. regretfully, "but I cyarn't he'p wlshln' I
¦vyas a camel, suh. Try some chops, Mistah
Jackson."

Nobody Ivnows,
Nobody knows whence the scent In a rose.
Nobody knows whero a vanished flame goes-
And why babies bite at their infantile toes'

Nobody knows.

In A d vnnre.
Wo wish to beat the crowd to it by remark¬

ing that for 1918 we are in favor of a safe
insane Fourth of July.

Ilcyond Hope.
"Ay. lad. puir Sandy was thot sick ho wudna

take a wee drnp whusky for his vitals!"
"O mon, mon! He ha' na muckle chance, then'"'

i

I'aunll j-.
This world," said the lecturer, "is inhabited

principally by two kinds of people."
"That's right." said the little fellow in the

rear, "and I've no use for the other kind."

The Dead One.
TTe was not a good fellow; he never drank
Till he earned the name of a Human Tank
He never sat up till the gray of dawn,
Asking himself where his chips had gone;
Ho never was heard to relate a talo [whale.
That would bring the blush to a North Sea

lie wasn't a sport!

ire was sociable, too; but he didn't care
T' or the corner saloon nor the company there,
And he never was known to wager a cent
On any description of sporting event.
He wore good clothes as well as the rest,
Hut he never went in for a fancy vest.

lie wasn't a sport!

When his work was finished, he didn't roam
From bar to bnr, but he went straight home,
Pleasant and happy, and full of life,
To play with the children and kiss the wife.
At the table, when all was in its placo,
Ho bowed his head, and he said the grace.

But he wasn't a sport!

He didn't get rich.that wasn't his game.
He loved his life, and he lived the same
In his quiet way; went to church on Sunday
And back to his work, content, on Monday;
A\ orked when he worked, played when he played,
Happy and healthy and unafraid.

And he wasn't a sport!

Health Talks, by Dr. Wm, Brady
(Couyrlcbt, 1917. by National NewsDiDer Service.)

The l.'ndf-rfrd Unity.

When a baby fails to gain four ounces in
weight each week, or approximately a pound a
montn, after the lirst week, whether breast-fed
or bottle-fed. the baby is underfed

l)n-abt fed

In the case of a nursing baby this may be du«
to insufliclont milk or io milk of a poor quality.

In a baby that is underfed there are naturally
no e\ idenees ot indigestion, yet a failure to in¬
crease a few ounces in weight each week or
what is worse, an actual los5 of weight
A suggestive symptom of underfeeding is

marked constipation. In a breast-fed hahv con¬
stant constipation usually signiiies underfeed
lug. provided the baby has not been habituated
to castor oil or rectal injections or suppositoriesAn underfed baby is generally "good;" perhaps
too {rood, sometimes to the degree of listless-

ness or apathy. After a time the baby becomes
p.iie, weak, cool to the touch, emaciated with

(soft spo;krnnskuil,0,nen' d"prcaacd fontanelle

.

v<>' Tying, despite the popular belief
of overfeod/ng!11 *1 °"1 underfeeding but rather

In an underfed baby the stools are I'ikely to
be greenish-brown and slimy (excessive amount
oi mucus present).

e umouni

Rabies cheated out of their birthright and
r.iised on such inadequate and unnaturil things
as various forms of mMk lhal , powderform may be excessively fat (owing to the great
excess of sugars in such foods), vet badlv
nourished (owing to the absence of a feasonablo
proportion of li\e fat), l.ive milk fat rthnt i«f
the cream In milk which has not been sterUized
oi I asteurized) contains an indispensable con*
stituent of a normal diet, namelvvi
f 'flu"71 in.e 's * crystalline substance.' soluble lit
fat or In water, which the animal body must
have in order to perform Its functions normally1-ood which does not supply this vital prlnclnle
cannot properly nourish the body for any co
slderable time.scurvy. rickets/ peHagra and
numerous other serious conditions nrol.7.i>L ^ii
pend upon inadequate vltamincs in th« rti«»
This vital difference between ««i..an »

raw- milk and Pasteurized, sterilized condensed
or boiled milk must be borne [nmindbyevervmother who Is so unfortunate as to bp nn»Hi«

... ,
OuMtlon* nnd Antwrni.

Kidneys Again.. I am troubled with whit T
suppose is catarrh of the kidnev-* nn,i kk.1i

,r?»nrr, J;;;
Sue" ii
frequency, but often the oiler Is noticeable

».n77b7?.^^
IKS r.0»nl}«i " intta Htlo leaa JOS
High Game and the I.,if<» in cheese ci*...i i

venison and wild fowl bo normitted ^ 1
discolored nnd offensive In odor
cooked? Can modern science uphold the idea
Isn't^ this Ke.Kr°W "h,eh" before eat ingit?jsn t this idea on a par with iiia am ...

maggots in cheese? jtfy husband and son both
deceased, were physicians of the modern school!

a?tlo?oU,may lma|»'ne how greatly I enjoy your

»«i«n^"luT^oACl flesh CETKtnUfPh?W th0 oat-

milk"ft8bfluvor* who"nart Of*'*...
[m/i5'CRr8 oltl (co,d storage) foil H? rlEhtRnf»UC'£
ward and succumbed to suntiuriil-imi <i

ceptaculum chylae. Wo don't»h.Sf the re-

gamo is tjaOo to eat.
' think ancient

I ,
Books and Authors j

UoJn '^"eSX0 DoisaHc0rU,H.?»8,^ 0urly Oubllca-
Tremblett, author of 'Kriddv Slrs^PnrTfv I'l,?raco

amusing complications qn.' ,0.r °' muny
throws many "wellehtB Incidentally
South African point of v?eW. War from lhe

toprepare Kl/quickly "foV^hJ? ^t'onal Army
following the uractlonl »v»«^ith0 trendies is by
in training th?lr n, lloCO of Ule "rltlsh
drill,naste? and the nt el uL£W.trC,^ru 1 ts- Th«-"
will both get ahead faster ft c,v,,,an foldlor

copy of H. V. Campboirs 'Va,, ,!1^^,01, hoIa of *

cruits" (Stokfisl-rhnnif tffl training of Re-

European n:..tho<ls of rom, in
explains the

shape. It is !i..r,l f.r i (llnt'.,new men into
American army officer to comorphan ,ox"or1i,>'H'0<l
of fighting as thov now oh't. lf i?, d conditions
This book will put a sharnSr Jh th.e *.re,lt w,lr-

net by bringing his knowledge ?u,°to°daU« >0"

la mentor U?;°r,!tl^%Vim0toh0r ^editorially
that figure dear to theK,an""h^'of
pump philosopher in »!,<> heart, the town

politician and the puinist wae«°°d old dn>'s
Tho groat and only John X e ?cer and a wit.
both knock-out blows arwl L-r?^ i ail dealt In
Akin to those older (ilvmnlnnS i1 out wisdom.
Curry, one of the last J"kP"c,,°lfl M«»
Old Man raises horses wlih hih?£» * 1,ne' Th"
cultivates humor, keen nsvebowi names, and

meat. Ho follows the Hnort
e*c«te-

son to season, alwavs niiin-ii»!. 1 Lips from scn-

less scrupulous) owners nnH IniFi, other rand

usually bv his abllitv to
h,f* rivals.

the rest.-" and bv hV ee f f* a!leftd

yurna or lhe track, recently tawd bv rRjr"n"e£f
~5si?,h;r, bo.i<. ¦.0.rmIo

Company. Is evidentlv a tirm k i? Century
element of lurk In dally life in «tVeS fl? ?,ie
wo quote tlio following nn«L. P Proof of this

collection of golf stories-- f ls Unl,iue
down to tho determining fStoV^n n°nTC^
success or failure, vou eanM i . "J M,an"

defy you to eliminate ft' 01

Wellington. Where would h«T vV* i1" Duke of

tory ir Xapol»»on had orderorf .. Iii#J ,n h,s"

Or. if you follow the nihlJ i? different menu?

hadn't been deaf- or if iii« ,°P/y\if Grouchy

hk» faTlon* unuY'Vhe S&
floated along. Whn wo 1,1 t, , f',WO,,d hadn't

«.r\c?feEorSai
the high seas."

"'^CKsmlth, and a murder on

n...i work in wLbX'si;;: ,w:f
in I*** nuHsed by Congress at the

Taxation rewritte!iPCCirn ?,esalon must be
promises an intelli-

SPMiSI§msmmMair, b".".° xxs? oTz,.^v

TTnnn n 1},UJ!?la ,'3 ,,ot lo Perish without
Hope a struggle on tho part oi the
for honorable and intelligent ole-

Russia i^,Uan.un\OI?e tor Pe°P^ to save
her. That Is tho meaning of tho

iir"^^ic^^^^as^m^Ce'i 1e^'^
denVlv0^? id;\t<n^, hls Position for monthsf ovT-
<ienti> with the determination tliat bis mnr'^

XV SThJlb1 "° nash in th
" P^n« Hke Ko°rn«:

^,r'lpre Is every reason to believe that

on the Lri6^6'"^^ declarations of Independence
cm the part of different portions of Itus«i-i hn,.n

rj.;nUyrtaoUr°onsu^ c^rro^W^i^f
SSlfr A "'cVoryn Vor "iCn 1 effi nen/^wiTo s .

tonllrOUr »*ny as ,hc rtolsheviki are eer-

wouid h ,r,,ma,lR"iint nnd unscrupulous enemies
Xr 0 vns:1 Potentialities. It Is not out

forees eoTlde«n i.TL°Tlbn,tnS 1hat hl* resolute

si?
t!»ro»cb lbl> 10 hi»k
.hank,. tlio trooVhori of (h/mo^tn'Pv-m,"'-
wm\ :er:rnmen'Christendom mi, "
over for the rest^f "ti1 ,lnd bo<kn thought to l»e

iueBrm#^n lehr°^h lh" X
ill ^ rotn tiif.q dongror Knl^dinnnv

lo fi
wlf»bf*s of tho niiipc Kit# ..! Iy ,

RT0f>n

tretlc lAtiftw .» J1 * "V' t"°!r nrnmut nn'l oni»r-

At the momAS *H "lo^ks'as'^Ti fiTLV ,hlm'
points was VladlJo^ok.-Xew Yo^Thne^. thM°

News of Fifty Years Ago
'From the Richmond Dispatch. Dec. 15. 1S«7 )

smMatecfV^ress^of ' v*!?lI,res'lde«i- and^th/ As?
to the organization, which Ts^VbecomT CiV®n

ap^'nted^a^c^mniltt'e^tfoM®^n^ ®dUor* were

?on\^'heYdVSw.nthin° tlfeP0!" -V f"t«"eni"mStftS
Coward In. of the Disnitelv1 , erMnorinlh8,: Mr

the wiilir- \fr tc!>J Afr- McDonald, of

rectln^^l^^a^m^n^^o^'l')^^°andrd^-
diem of the members of the'^Co^stfftftlon-IY'r'1^
vontion in accordance with <l?«i i

Con¬

fixed in the ordinance recentiv ^ -siVi rat«a

convention itself. ntly passed by tho

In the United States Circuit rn.,( . j

Frederi«>k II. Bruce fV iflLo?1 yesterday
James Wood, of Danville w/.ll a.nno5 . a"d

States commissioners
' appointed Uniteo

EoS:co('Vrf.^'°fe,^s»^;r,7: &¦ r-"«~
of Danville; O. T. Ooolrlck or vJ ), Robertson.
William M. Tredwav. /r of i>.,,r5d,er,c,1{SburP:
T. 13. Buford. of Brunswick vanla- »"d

Underwood-Invented oath and ik,« °.Y«r U,e

practice law In tho United States'courts
During the last few dnvs the ein.^, . ^

mond have been treated to «f.» 8 °.f n,ch-
weather. Thursday there was a hL J?r,f'ty of

Homothiner very rare for i^nderatopm.
was followed by a^ drlwllii J7i-er~Slnd th,s

spell. Towards night a inllstor an a °°'d

and this, in turn, was followLd v-est^!"® alon^
Ing by a heavy fall of 8no\v Th(f ll i,ny morn-

went down to 2rt. and before nlehV thT^me,er
fairly good sleighing. n|Biu there was

At the editorial banouet at th* n»n , .

night James A. Cowardin of t'w iv ^ ,ast
aided over the festivities "r5-

''Vlrglnla," Tl. R. Withers, of 1 vu:oi'o:
News; "The Union and 11.o Con*t|tutl^n "UFfK
McDonald, of tho Whig- »,,'/r' 'on'r ;'ftn>es
President of the United State's" noW^0.80"'
of the Lynchburg Republican- '"Thi w Olass.

Virginia." W. D Coleman of the ;fe,n of

Conservative Press of Virginia." t r\nnulrer;
lngton, of tho National Intelligencer Q' Wash-

In the United States Senate yesterdnv n km,
was presented for provcntlne nniJli a h,n
other abusea In Utah! vtnune P°'ycamy and

A memorial from the New York rh«»,t
Commerce for tho resumption of tho sn^»e,r
meats was presented in tho Senate ye^erdav

I-orty employees, mostly women w«r.

t?rdPay. 0m the Aerlcu,tural Department yJs-
?u9orno,1,us Vanderbllt, of New York ,

the navigator of a Hudson River /erry-hSJP'1 y

tral I^Uroad,Presltlent o£ New"^1Con-

Democracy in Virginia
"vr08t ,nter«"'l«Er story appeared in

the News of fifty Years Abo" on this
f m

yo<stcr'ljiy- It was a brief account
or tho completion of the work of the
Conservative State Convention." hold

1867
C'ty °n Decomber 12 »"d 13,

Tho work of this convention was the
laying of tho foundation upon which
was budded tho Democratic party of
Virginia, which for a half a century
now. with the exception of two years
when tho Readjuster party, under the
leadership of General William Mahonc
controlled political affairs, has suc¬
cessfully piloted tho ship of State to
the satisfaction of and for tho good
of the people. ,

Fifty years ago a majority of the
white people of Virginia, under the
i econstruction laws passed by Con¬
gress, were disfranchised on account of
their former loyalty to the causo of
the Southern Confederacy. At the same
time the negroes were given the right
of suffrage, and they, under the guid¬
ance of their white leaders, made up
of adventurers and "prospectors" from
he North, who rushed to the South
Immediately after the War Between the
States to make their "Jacks," and were
known as "csvpetbaggers," and a few

»t ,
native*, who had claimed to be

I;nipn "ion in war times, and were
given the name of "scalawags."
promptly organized for political con¬
trol of Virginia. The negroes obeyed
their leaders Implicitly, were easily ar¬
rayed against the white people and
voted solidly for any and all meas¬
ures calculated to "keep iho white
man down." Under the leadership of
Lndcrwood. Ilunnlcutt. Botts and others
of their kind they obtained an over-
whelming majority in the reconstruc¬
tion convention called by Congress to
make a constitution for Virginians to
live under.
This mongrel organization met but

passive opposition throughout the
State, for the simple reason that thai
will Its people wore not organized; the
ante-bellum W hlgs and Democrats had
not gotten together and too many of

Inquiries regarding nlmoxt nnr tonic.
MiritlltiK on Irgnl nnd incdlcnl sub¬
ject*. nre answered free. Am nil In¬
quiries nre answered directly by ner-
sonnl letter n self-nddresseil, stamped
envelope in required. Addreas The
Tlmes-DlNpn tell Infornintlon Itureau.
lUrhmond, Vu

Xeerro Knlinementh In Xnvy#
11. U.. Richmond..The navy Is en-

listing negroes us Hreincn and mean
attendants. Application may bo mad**
at the nearest navy recruiting station!

Pntrlotle IMny.
Mrs. G. XV. Hampton..Your local

book dealer will probably be able to
fill.ply you with the kino* of plav you
want, or else furnish you with 'the
nume of a publisher of such plays.

About (¦ rn vel Pit.
II- I'; Ridd's Fork..The countv

would have to institute condemnation
proceedings nnd secure an order from
t.io court before it could take posses¬
sion of your gravel bed for road build¬
ing purposes.

Football.
N. W. Chatham..The "Big Ten"

root hall conference is composed of tno
following universities: Illinois. Minne-
??!».. rh,ca,^°- Wisconsin. Indiana.
Michigan. Iowa, Ohio. Perdue and
Northwestern Michigan re-entered
the Big Ten conference this season
after withdrawing from it a number
of years ago.

Allen* nnd the Civil Jierrlce.
t. If- South Richmond..No. the
I.nited States does not admit aliens to
civil service positions, except that na¬
tives of countries allied with the United
States In the present war have lately
been considered eligible for some posi¬
tions in the government service. Per¬
sons who have taken out first citizen¬
ship papers arc still citizens of thei*
native country, but In this country
their status is that of a declarant.

Tiirthxtonen.

1 1 7-,.C- Richmond..Tho following
is the list of blrthstones adopted by
the American National Retail Jewelers'
Association in convention August S
i.'KC January, garnet; February,
amethyst; March, bloodstone and aomi-
inarine; April, diamond; May. emerald;
June, pearl and moonstone; July rubv-
August, sardonyx and peridot; Septem¬
ber sapphire; October, opal and tour¬
maline; November, topaz; December
turquoise and lapis-lazuli.

l.leen«rn for linker*.
.!. M. li., I *i»rtsinou t h...All persons,

firms, corporations and associations
who manufacture for sale In any form
cake, crackers, biscuits, pastry or other
bakery products and who use as much
as ten barrels of flour monthly, by or¬
ders of the President must procure a
license oil or before December 10.
I'orms of application for license can be
obtained of the United States food ad¬
ministration. at Washington, and there
is a penalty for noncompliance.

,
liivfrnmeiil Bond*.

' . c- - Culpcper..All United States
government lionds are Issued in two
iorrn». Coupon bonds which have In-
terest coupons attached, and registered
bonds, which are recorded in the own-
ers name and interest sent regularly1
to him. About 11S.000.000 old 4 per
V£«- '"jnds. issued in 1S95 and due in
' "2;», are outstanding.the only 4 per
ccnt bonds of the United States in ex¬
istence before the reecnt Liberty bond
issue The old -4 per cent bonds are
worth 11.ore than tho Liberty -i per
cent bonds because they are free from
all taxation and have an earlier ma¬
turity.

.r,- c nr.tr Shedding Antler*.
>>. S.» Ri(£ Stone Gap..A deer sheds

his antlers each year, the fully form¬
ed pa r becoming detached from the
pedicels on which they are developed
and a new pair growing at the same
pl.icc, generally beginning to appear
toward the end of spring. At that sea¬
son there is a marked circulation of
blood to the head, the vessels surround¬
ing the trontal bones become tem¬
porarily enlarged. The antlers of a
full grown stag are produced in ten
weeks. On attaining their full growth
the ourr, consisting of an osseous
growth or swelling, is formed, and.
111rough being pressed upon, the blood
vessels which supply nutriment to the
antlers are cut off. The velvety cover¬
ing shrivels up and with the hasten-
ir.g effects of the deer rubbing his an¬
tlers against trees and rocks they are
soon detached, usually being shed soon
utter the breeding season, which be-I
gins in September.

.
Origin of Petroleum.

C- J., Fork Union..Petroleum is
considered by most geologists to have
been derived by the destructive dls-J
filiation of either animal or vegetable
matter contained in the rocks. The
products of this distillation have in
some cases accumulated in the strata
in which they were formed, while in
others tlioy have escaped upward into
tho overlying beds, in some instances
even reaching the surface. The age of
the earth Is determined, approximately
of courso, by its geological formations
and petroleum occurs in all geological
formations, from the lower Silurian or
Ordovician up to tho Tertiary; it is
chiefly of importance In the Silurian.
Devonian and Tertiary rocks. The name

ls, su?Ke,9tive of simple or
foolish people. Irving m his "Salma-
gur.di applied the r.ame Gothamite
to the Inhabitants of New York, and
It has since clung to them, and the
name Gotham to the city. Georgia gets
Its name, "Cracker State," from the
poor whites, who for more than a ccn!

h,avc been called "Crackers"
?,hl£n;V?ecause th?y »ubsl8ted on corn.
It is to be assumed that President Wil¬
son has postponed asking Congress
for a declaration of a state of war with
Bulgaria and Turkey, for political rea¬
sons which ni ght ultimately work
our military advantage. work.to

thom still b6ro the soars that had beon
left by tho political clashes of former
days. Old-time Whigs would not fight
under a Democratic banner. although
tho National Democratic party wns In
sympathy with tho down-trodden
Southerners, ami anxious to errant them
at Ifcnst some political rights, and the
Virginia Democrats wcro not willing
to march under tho Whig flat;.
The radleal-Hepubllean-carpetbagger-

nogro alliance, embolden by Its triumph
at the election and having: absolute
control of affairs in the coming consti¬
tutional convention, commenced to
plan for tho completo and permanent
political subjugation of tho white peo¬
ple of Virginia. In .Richmond there had
been a semblance of opposition to this
alliance, tho whito peoplo having or¬
ganized for tho purpose what was
styled the Conservative party. Immedi¬
ately after tho election for delegates
to the constitutional convention tho
Conservative party of Richmond sent
out an. invitation to tho whito peoplo
of the Stati to assemble In their re¬
spective bailiwicks and elect delegates
to a State convention to organize a
"White Man's I'ar^y." Tho people re¬
sponded promptly, and every county
and town in the State sent delegates,
each selecting its ablest men. regard¬
less of former party aitillations, and
thus it happened that for the first time
in tho history of Virginia Whigs and

j Democrats came together and, with
something like affectionate regard for
each other, labored for the good of tho
State. They organized a political party,
and not withstanding the truth of the
old adage thai there is nothing In a
name, arid although tho new State party
was expected to affiliate with tho Na¬
tional Democratic party, It was plain
that the old wounds left by former
fights between Whigs and Democrats
had not entirely healed, and it was
deemed wise to adopt another name.
Conservative Party of Virginia was
chosen. .

The Conservative party fought Ita
battle well, and after a struggle lasting
about three years, defeated the Under-
wood-Hunnicutt combii.ation, succeed¬
ed in voting down the most objection¬
able features of tho constitution, the
radical gang tried to thrust upon this
State, and elected Gilbert C. Walker,
Governor, defeating Wells, the carpet¬
bagger. anil restoring Virginia to the
control of the real peoplo.
Thus li happens that the story told

yesterday morning in the "News of
Fifty Years Ago" Is an account of the
birth of the present Democratic party
in Virginia, which, with the exception
of the short period noted above, han
sincu controlled the political destiny of
Virginia. How well and how faithfully
It has discharged the obligations placed
updn it a half a century ago is but the
history of Virginia, familiar to every
one.

Voice of the People
l.ettern muni (he thr name and ad-

dreaa of Ibe writer. Name will not b«
liublUliril if writer ao rrqucata.

Why Not More Farmer*?
To the Kditor of Tho Times-Dispatch:Sir..We hear a great deal about
taxing land heavily as a cure for every| ill. Would this make people settle on
it any faster? Look at the ahandon-

| ed farms of the Eastern and Southern
States. In many cases the owners had
to do this to keep from starving. To
grow pine trees Is about all much of
this land is lit for. After timber is
cut, it is worthless until another crop
grows, which is about thirty years.
A great hue and cry is made about

the destruction of the forests; but peo¬ple have to cut timber when tar too
small. A few good size trees on a
piece of land are made the excuse for
an enormous assessment.

If It is so profitable, why la not
fanning carried on by companies liks

_manufacturing? Those who talk th»
most take care not to encage in It.

H. T. FAUNTL.EROY.New Kent, Va., December 10, 1917.

Herding (he Dlxtrm* Call.
To the Kditor of The Tiinos-DtspatrhiSi--.Two particularly i ipressiv*ite j appeared in your paper recently,
One was the ready responsiveness to
your "Ten Opportunities," whereby ona
good man sent in his check to coverj the total amount necessary to relieva
the distress of the ten families. The
other was a telegraphic dispatch from
another city reciting a sad instance of
relief arriving too late. An unfortu-
nate woman hau bravely battled to[ k<rep her children comfortable without
disclosing to the world her pitiable
condition as a result of her husband'sdesertion, and the distressing' situa-
tion was not realized by the rrspon-
slve community until the poor womanj had contracted an illness which re-
suited in her death.
As we near the beautiful Christmas-

tide, when th<- heart of all nature
seems to beat closer to the heart of
God. it is well to seek opportunities of
carrying good cheer and succor to tho
distressed, and the most Joyful Christ¬
mas will ho experienced by those who
best measure up to their opportunities
.in tills regard. The Associated Chari¬
ties, Salvation Army, and all such
lieipful institutions should be heartily
supported. There is suffering- right
hero in Richmond. To-day an old and
infirm lady hobbled to an institution
and asked for help. Investigation dis-
closed that she had been forced to
break up some of her chairs for fuel.
Another old lady had made a lire out
of her wooden bedstead. Of course,
these cases of distress were relieved,but it takes money to provide the re¬
lief. The Associated Charities and such
splendid institutions are diligent in
their quest for cases of distress in or¬
der to alleviate suffering, but theyshould receive the special co-operation
of the public at the time of this cold<;peil. and when tho Christmas bells
are ringing throughout the land.

W. M. 13ICKBRS.
Richmond, Va., December 13, 11)17.

Motoring nt Night in the Country.
Over the city's doorstep,
Where the paving comes to an end,

We slip with a jar of tho throbbing
car;

And then with a cough of the horn wo
are off

On the road where the willows bend.

The city was hot and brilliant.
It is cool out here and dark.

There's only the light of tho star-sown
night,

And away at the back of a farmhouse
black

A solitary spark.

Damp and fragrant the medowa,
And wide and dim as time;

There arc wraiths in the air! Their- '

fingors, their lialr,
Are brushing my face, as madly we

raco
To the foot of the long, slow climb.

Up wo wind through the forest!
Up till the top we gain!

Then a pal<S surprise in tho eastern
skies.

As down we dip like a plunging shipTo the luminous waves of the plain.
For across tho silent reaches
Of that radiant world, It seems,From the old, old moon, by the stars

aswoon.
Sets sail, through the bright soft seaof the night,
A silver fleet of dreams.

'. a!O, world of sweet whito magic,
All drenched In a dew of light!This monster of brass and of iron and .*of gas

Is carrying me into Aready,
ft country road at night. '

.'Mary B. Mullctt, In New York Sob* £
*vr».«Te


